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AUeyton By RolUn Baker • Chapter 17 • Scth Gets Specific Orden 

Jerry winlced at Seih as the former 
passed on out When Seth started to 
follow, Clem signalled for him to join 
him and Lieutenant True widi the 
Major. 

"Grant," Major Beacon said as he 
turned to Sedi, "Clem tells me that you 
are slightly acquainted with Herman 
Adfcy." 

That's correct. Sir," answered 
Sedi. "He was a fellow passenger on a 
couple of stages which I took during 
the first part (^ my trip here. In fact, he 
boarded the stage in RKhmond at the 
same time that I did. He knows me 
under die name of John Hyde." 

"In addition," Sedi continued, "I 
have a passing acquaintance with Ja­
son Reddick, whom I first met on the 
train from Harrisburg. Lately we have 
been dinner partners a time or two at 
the hotel. He also invited me to visit 
his office. Incidentally, Herman 
Adiey joined us on one occasion." 

"That's good," said the Major. 
"You should cultivate bodi of diem." 

"If I may be permitted to comment 
further. Sir," said Seth, getting nods 
from Major Beacon, Lieutenant True, 
and Clem, "after I learned that Red­
dick was a cotton buyer, I mentioned 
that I was in Alleyton on business 
having to do widi metals but not doing 
well. He generously offered to help. 

"Maybe as both a stranger and a 
civilian here," replied the Major, "you 
might be able to gain his confidence. 
AdIey must have told him that both of 
you boarded the stage in Richmond." 

"One oUier question, Sir, if I may," 
said a cautious Seth. The major again 
nixkled as.sent. 

"Thank you. Major," Selh replied. 
"It is about river crossings. I am won­
dering if the stream bed of the Colo­
rado is like some of those in the East 
A few of the latter, for example, con-

list of a series of wdi-silted, deep 
holes interspersed by shaltow areas 
where the flow ripples over beds of 
gravel or even rock ledges." 

"Now if die thieves cross their 
bale-laden wagons at such fords," he 
inquired, "can wagon tracks on the 
adjacent banks be easily detected and 
must the fording be done only in times 
of low river flow?" 

"Good questions. Grant," said 
Clem, after glancing at the Major for 
permission to answer. 'To answer the 
first part, yes die tracks can show on 
the banks. However, die teamsters are 
generally most diligent about cover­
ing diem over." 

"As for die second part," Clem 
continued, "yes, die fording takes 
place when the river level is k}w. At 
tiiis time diere are several fording 
places bodi upstream and downstream 
from Alleyton, but we lack trusted 
personnel to watch every one." 

"You heard what Major Beacon 
said about money," added Clem. 
"Let's face die facts. The smugglers 
pay dieir help better dian we can pay 
ou rs. They can also pay our warehouse 
guards liberally to look die other way 
on occasion." 

"Fine Clem," said the Major. 
Looking at Sedi, he said, "Grant, 

you will continue to become better 
acquainted in town. Clem will make 
arrangements to meet with you as 
necessary. Only under dire circum­
stances should you come, in your 

guise as a metal buyer, to Fort Webb. 
If you must come, confer only widi 
either me or Lieutenant True." 

"One fmal word. Sir," said Sedi. "I 
should also tell you that I became 
acquainted widi your daughter Karma 
when we were stage passengers com­
ing from Richmond to as far as 
Hemdon. Since my arrival here, I have 
seen her in town on two occasions. She 
even joined me for tea." 

"She knows me," Sedi continued, 
"by my real name, Seth Randolph, but 
has no inkling about die real reason for 
my being here." 

"Is diat so?" mulled die Major. 
"Thanks for telling me. I'll think about 
how to handle diat matter. In die 
meandme. Karma certainly has the 
right to chose her friends arid can join 
you for tea if she wants. However, for 
die moment at least, I don't diink that 
you should call on her at Camp 
Webb." 

Sedi grinned widi pleasure show­
ing in his face, "Thank you for your 
kind consideration. Should I see her 
again, 1 will be most careful to comply 
widi your wishes. And good night for 
now, gentlemen." 

As he went out die door, Clem 
called to say diat diey could get to­
gether in a day or two. 

Sedi's eyes were just becoming 
adjusted to die dim light of die street 
when he heard a step along his side. 

"Sedi," whispered Jerry Tomlin, 
"1 was sure glad to see you at the 
. meedng. Maybe between us two we 

can get these pesky oudaws." 
"Jerry," cauUoned Sedi, quieUy, "I 

too look to join you for a litde action. 
For your own private information, I 
am registered at die Texas Hotel under 
die name of John Hyde but am called 
Henry Grant to diis group." 

"Maybe." he added, "you had bet­
ter call me John for now. Anyhow, 
how do you fit into diis invesdga-
tion?" 

"I do guard duty at die cotton 
warehouses," exclaimed Jerry, "and 
try my damdest to identify bale 
diieves and traitorous guards." 

"We' II visit again at die next meet­
ing," suggested Seth. "Meandme, my 
only contact for this operation is to be 
dirough Clem Ashby." 

They shook hands and parted widi 
Sedi taking a round-about route to 
reach his hotel. The rowdy element 
was noisy in two comer taverns. 

In Richmond, he might have been 
interested in joining die celebrants for 
a few tall ones. 

However, in Alleyton he felt 
obliged to remain inconspicuous 
knowing diat as a stranger as well as a 
"draft-eligible" civilian he had proba­
bly already evoked too much snide 
comment 

These dioughts prompted Sedi to 
get off die street and into die sanctity 
of his hotel room in short order. Even 
so, he felt sneaky in doing so. 

Next week: Cluster 17, Reddick 
Has A Proposal 

Lehrer Interests announces promotions 
On April 8, President and Chief die company since Oct of 1978, has 

Executive Officer ofThe Lehrer Inter- been named vice-president, chief fi-
esLs, William N. Lehrer, announced nanacial officer and controller of The 
diat Ralph A. Savino, an employee of Ijehni Interests; and Ronald B. Pries-

meyer, employed since July 1986, has 
been named vice-president and gen­
eral manager of Garwood Implement 
& Supply Company, Dryer Division. 
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N o one ever said it was easy to be a parent. Yet one part of parenthood can be easier 
than you thought: saving for college with U.S. Savings Bonds. They're the easy way to make 
sure the money you save will be there by the time your child goes to college. 

First, U.S. Savings Bonds are affordable. Invest just a few dollars each payday through 
your employer's Payroll Savings Plan or at your bank. 

Second, U.S. Savings Bonds are secure. They're backed by the full faith and credit of the 
'tJmtia States. ^ 

' •^* Third, U.S. Savings Bonds are guaranteed to grow. They earn Interest at rftompetitive 
market-based rate, if held five years or longer, or a guaranteed minimum rate, whichever 
produces the higher value, compounded semiannually. 

And US Savings Bonds offer tax advantages. The interest they earn is exempt from 
state and local taxes, and you can defer federal income tax payments on the interest until 
you redeem your Bonds. Plus, if you use U.S. Savings Bonds to pay for college, you may be 
able to receive additional tax benefits.* 

Ask your employer or banker about saving for college with U.S. Savings Bonds. Or write: 
US Savings Bonds for Education. Department of the Treasury, Washington, DC 20226. 

For a recorded message of current rate information, ŷ  
calM-800-4US BOND • 1-800-487-2663. 

Take 
Stocic 
'•̂  America 

SAVINGS 
BONDS 

-IT ^ 1 ? ^ 
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Fernandez, Ortiz plan June wedding 
Mr. and Mrs. Jose N. Belmarcs of Eagle Lake are proud to announce 

the engagement and approaching marriage of their daughter, Melinda 
Fernandez, to Abel Ortiz III, son of Mr. and Mrs. Abel Ortiz II of Rosen­
berg. 

The bride-elect is a graduate of Rkt High School and employed by 
Imperial Holly Corporatkin in Sugar Land. 

The prospective groom is a graduate of Lamar High School and re­
ceived an associate's degree from Wharton County Junior College. He is 
also employed by Imperial Holly Corporatfon. 

The couple plan to exchange wedding vows at 4 p.m. on Saturday, June 
29, at Our Lady ofGuadalupe Catholic Church, Parish of the Nativity, in 
Eagle Lake. 

Rice Flag Corps places fifth 
Nine out of 13 members of die 

Rice High School Raider Band 
Marching Auxiliary (flag corps) have 
been very busy since Jan. At diat time 
they decided to venture into new and 
unknown territory to all of them as 
diey formed a Winter Guard and 
joined the Texas Educational Col-
orguard AssociaUon. 

Winter Guard IntemaUonal is 
committed to inspire its participants to 
achieve ever higher and higher stan­
dards, and TECA's emph^is is on 
"building better guards... building 
better bands." 

Pledging dieir commitment to 
dedicate die d me and hard work nec­
essary for die Winter Guard program 
were Sunny Gertson, RachelMaohys, 
Shara Glaiser, Jennifer Krenek, Mar-
cie Till, Anna Perez, Cortney Parker, 

"ICelli Matdiys and Tiffany Wilkerson. 
Widi a desire to advance dieir 

skills, the young ladies' recruited vol­
unteer help from local twirling in­
structor Becky Moulder to provkle 
them widi guidance, supervision and 
choreography. 

After many hours of intense prac­
tice, the local corps, known as Heav­
enly Array, competed in a practice 
meet at John Marshall High School in 
San Antonio on March 16. 

Using die judges' evaluations and 
critiques from diis meet, diey pro­
gressed to die State Competition on 
March 30 at Judson High School in 
San Antonio. 

Turning in a truly aesthetic and 

moving performance to die music "As 
I Lay Me Down", die RHS Winter 
Guard placed fifth in die state meet, 
competing against much larger 
schools, most of which were Class SA. 

The Heavenly Array routine re­
ceived exceptionally high marks in 
appearance for dieir uniforms, flag-
uniform, color effect and grooming. 

Local supporters who attended die 
competitions as a cheering section for 
die RHS group said it was very grati­
fying to hear die complimentary re­
marks made by the judges, audience 
andodier participants about die sharp, 
elegant appearance die locals pro­
jected as well as die praise for dieir 
accomplishments in their first year of 
the competition. 

During die awards presentation at 
the conclusion of die state competi­
tion, two young ladies from the RHS 
corps were named to the TECA All-
State Colorguard and received certifi­
cates for dieir exemplary dedication. 
They were junior Sunny Gertson and 
senior Rachel Matdiys. Congratula­
tions, flaggers! 

Other school guards partk;ipating 
were: from San Antonio, East Central 
High School, Clark, Brackenridge, 
Marshall, Clemens, United South, 
Soudiwest, Roosevelt, Judson, Jay 
and Churchill, from Laredo, Martin 
High School, Nixon, San Benito and 
Alexander; from Corpus Christi, Cal-
Allen; and die high schools from 
Uvalde, Bryan, Taft, Somerset, 
Donna, Brackett and Edinburg. 

Congratulations to the newly formed Winter Guard composed of nine 
members of the Rice High School Raider Band Flag Corps for their out-
.standing performance at the State Competition in San Antonio recently, 
(luard members include: bottom row, from left, Marcie Till, Shara 
Glaiser and Cortney Parker. Standing are Anna Perez, KelliMatthys, Jen­
nifer Krenek, Rachel Matthys (elected to All State Colorguard), Sunny 
(iertMm (alsu named All State) and TifTany Wilkerson. 

fhoto Comrttsy of RHS WinUr Guard 

Parenting skills offered 
The Real Life Parenting Skills 

Program offers concepts and tools to 
improve parenting skJiils. The struc­
tured step-by-step plan will help par­
ents identify and address issues. 

The program will convey parent­
ing dirough multiple mediums so die 
information gets through to parents in 

Trust, Handling Anger, and Setting 
(Sec Parenting, Page 9) 

Head Start 
says Hhanks' 

die way they ieam best; repeat key 
ideas to help diem reuin die most im­
portant ideas; teach parents some very 
basic skills diey can apply immedi­
ately; and try new parenting medKxb 
dut are easy and will give diem a sense 
of success early on. 

That early success will motivate 
parents to keep trying; patience is key 
to die overai I success of any parenting 
program. Three topics diat ire cov­
ered in diis program are: Buildini 

Cen-Tex Family Services Inc., 
administrators of die Head Start pro­
gram in Bastrop, Colorado, Fayette 
and Lee Counties, woukl like to ex­
tend itt most sincere gratitude to die 
paeots and community members who 
have contributed to die Head St«t 
program as volunteers during die '9S-
1996 school year Calandra McAfee, 
Emily Torres, Nancy Torres, Stepha­
nie Woods, Alberta Frazier, Ann 
Hough and Cadierine Penus. *" 

SPORTS 
Machac advances to tennis regionals 

April 9 and 10 die District 23-
AAA Tennis Tournament was held in 
Sealy. 

After die first day of matches, die 
only players left for Rice were Lori 
Grigar and Andrea Machac. 

Grigar went undefeated until die 
finals of die J V singles when she lost 
to a girl from Bellville to take second 
place. 

On die varsity draw, Machac was 
the fourdi seed as die tournament 
began. 

Her first match was against Kana 
from La Grange; Machac defeated her 
6-1,2-6,6-3. 

Machac's next match was against 
Shannon Hancher from Columbus, 
the number one seed. 

She won the fu t̂ set 6-1, dien Han­
cher won the second 6-0. In die diird 
set, Hancher pulled away with a 6-4 
set. 

This put Machac in die diird place 

match i^ainst Amy Hernandez from 
La Grange. 

Machac came out on fire in die 
first set again, winning 6-1. "Second 
set blues" set in and Machac fell 6-1 to 
Hemandez. In die third set, Machac 
pulled away and won 6-2. 

Since Hancher won first place, diis 
gave Machac her shot at regional widi 
a playback match against Kari Kruzel 
of Sealy. 

Machac came out determined to 
win; she took die first set 6-1. 

"We were determined diat we 
were going to take Kruzel in two sets, 
and we did. Machac played great and 
had no "second set" let down," Coach 
Cowart stated. 

Machac won the second set 6-3, 
winning second in District 23-AAA 
andqualifying for the regional compe­
tition in Brenham on April 22 and 23. 

Congratulations and good luck to 
you, Aridrea! 

r This irS^'T 
J Week's " ^ ^ I 
I Action! ^ T ¥ | 
I Friday. April 19 Raider Vanity Baseball vs Bellville*. Here, 7 p.m. I 
I Monday-Friday RiYional Golf Competidon • 
• April 22-27 in Brenham J 
• Regional track meet, Blinn College I 
I Tuesday, April 23 Raider Varsity Baseball at Royal*. 4:30 p.m. | 

I ^District competition • 

"A taste of irony has kept more hearts from breaking tlian a sense of Humor 
—for it takes irony to appreciate the joke wtiich is on oneself." 

—Jessamyn West 

/f 

R ice High School was well represented by Lorl Grigar and Andrea Mahac 
at the district tennis competition. Pkoto Courusy of Rkt Athlttk Dept. 

L o o k N o M o r e ! 
Come By Flowers 'N More For All Your Necessities! 

•Birthdays •Corsages 
•Bouquets •Church Arrangements 

•Cake Fkiwcrs, Etc. 

Just A Reminder of Holidays To Come! 
Secretaries Day... April 24di Eagle Lake Prom... May 11 th 

Come By & Place Your Orders Early! 
1105 Shopping Fair Center, East Bernard 409-1354472 

•Weddings 
•Anniversary Gifts 
•Funerals 

Raider baseball team at 3-4 in district play 
On Tuesday, March 12, die RKC 

Raiders faced-off against die Colum­
bus Cardinals. 

Neil Mahalitc started on die 
mound for die Raiders in die first dis­
trict game. Rice lost die game 8-1. 

Neil had two strikeouts and four 
walks. The Raiders had only one hit in 
the game by Lance Grigar, he was 1 -3. 

On Tuesday, March 19, die Raid­
ers beat Sealy by the score of 5-3. 

Brandon Mathis pitched die game 
for die Raiders with 10 strikeouts and 

two walks in the game. 
Hitting for die Raiders were Jer­

emy Gohlke, 2-3; Tim Powers, 2-4; 
Madiis, 1-3; and Byron Black, 1-3. 

On Saturday, March 23, the Rice 
Raiders lost to Bellville 12-2. 

Mahalitc started die game for die 
Raiders and Kyle Fink came in to 
relieve him. 

Hits for die Raiders came from the 
bats of Chris Gertson, 1-2; Rocky 
Banks, 1-2; and Lance Grigar, 1-3. 

On Tuesday, March 26, die Raid­

ers beat Brookshire Royal 20-1. 
Madiis was on the mound for die 

Raiders, pitching eight strikeouts and 
one walk. 

Hitting for die Raiders were Ma­
this, 4-5 with a homerun, triple and 
two singles; Grigar, 3-5; Gertson, 2-4; 
George Weller, 1-1; Brian Ford, 1-1; 
Black, 1-2; and Mahalitc, 1-2. 

Friday, March 29, Rice lost to La 
Grange 10-0. 

Fink started on die mound for die 
Raiders. 

Hits came from the bats of Fink 
who was 1-2; and Madiis, 1-3. 

On Thursday, April 2, Madiis 
pitched die game for die Rice Raiders 
in dieir win against Edna 11-1. 

Madiis had eight strikeouts and 
duee walks. 

Hitting for die Raiders were Cae­
sar Buitrago, 2-2 widi two doubles; 
Fink, 2-3; and Madiis, 1-3. 

Saturday, April 4, Hallettsville 
beat Rice 16-6. 

Fink was on die mound for Rice. 
Hitting for die Raiders were Mat­

his, 2-3 widi a double; Buitrago 1-3 
with a double; Pete Rangel, 1 -3 widi a 
double; Fink, 1-3; Black, 1-3; and 
Grigar, 1-3. 

The second round of district play 
started with die Raiders' game on 
April 9 against Columbus, followed 
by an April 16 game at Sealy. 

"Cleaning your house while your 
kids are still growing is like shoveling 
the walk before it stops snowing." 

—Phyllis Diller 

Summer 
ues 

Now Forming at.. 

SEALY 
BOWL 

2009 Hwy. 90 West 
Spots available on Monday, 

Tuesday and Thursday. 
Adult and Youth Leagues Now Available. 
Call Samantha for details 

or to sign u p . . . ; ^ 

409-885-7794 

• 
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Raider baseball team 
Assistant Coach Troy Holcomb and Head Coach Grag Carrara, back row at far left and right raspecthraly, row, 
smile on members of this year's Radler baseball team Including, continuing In back, Nell Mahalitc, Jeremy 
Gohlke, George Weller, Brain Ford, Caesar Buitrago, Tim Powers, Kris Gertson, Byron Black, and Carrera. In the 
front row are Rocky Banks, Lance Grigar, Pete Rangel, Michael WIese, Kyle Fink, Brandon Mathis, Christian 
Cordova and Andre Hatton. 

Raiders make 
great showing 
in district trad 

The Raider track teams went to 
Edna and competed in the district 
meet diis past Friday, April 11. Widi 
some delays because of weadier, die 
meet was Anally completed around 10 
p.m. 

"We had some outstanding per­
formances by our kids in every divi­
sion," suted die coach. "Our JV girls 
were on a mission to win the district 
championship and widi some gutsie 
performances were crowned champs 
for 19%." 

They received a team- and a 800 
meter relay plaque for dieir Arst place 
efforts. We are very proud of diese 
girls as well as everyone who partici­
pated in die meet. 

There were many individual 
champions and one regional qualiHer. 

JV girls. District Champs 
3200m run: Stephanie Labay, 

15:07:20,3ni; 400m relay: Lori Gri-
(Scc Track, Page 9) 

District 
Community Hospital 

Welcomes 

T.M. Hughes, M.D. 
Urologist ^ l | ^ 

who will hold a 

Urology Specialty Clinic 
First & Third Tuesda\;s Each Mor)th 

at the Hospitd 

6 0 0 S . Austin Road Eagle Lake 4 0 9 - 2 3 4 - 5 5 7 1 

Don't Die of 
Embarrassment!! 

Ring Services, Jewelry 
Repair Services, Ring 

Sizing, Ring Repair, Chain 
Repair, Bracelet Repair, 

Diamond & Colored Stone 
Replacing, Repronging, 
Retipping, Latch & Loop 
Buildup, Watch Batteries 

Changed 

K-D JEWELRY 
7D4-BS.McCart7,Ea|lcLake 

• 134-5717 

EAGLE LAKE MEDICAL CLMC 
700 S. McCarty 

Eagle Lake 
409-234-2066 

Ravindi 
Kumar, M.D. 

Internal 
Medicine 

PauHnr 
Hendler 

MSN, RN, FNP 
Nurse Practitioner 

Primary Care for Adolescent and Adult Patients 
Member of: General America • PHCS • Aetna TRSA • Humana 
Great WesL WUP rm.« ^ RI..> iyhi^\A. r..iaHian • And fkh^ 

***MonthIy Specialty Clinics*** 
By Appointment Only 

Surgeons Gynecologists 
Heman Patino, M.D. Walter Thomas, M.D. 
Julio Arebalo, M.D. Howard Schreibcr, M.D. 

ENT: Charles Stiemberg, M.D. 

People survive embarrassment every day. 
" But not always a heart attack. 

Know the warning signs: "̂  
1. Uncomfortable pressure, fullness, squeezing or pain in the 

center of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or goes 
away and comes back. 

2. Pain that spreads to the shoulders, neck or arms. 
3. Chest dis^mfort with lightheadedness, fainting, sweating, 

nausea or shortness of breath. 
Not all of these symptoms occur in every heart attack. 

Get medical help immediately. 

We want you to be 
Heart Smart! 

e Gulf Coast 
Medical Center 

1400 U.S. Hwy. S9 Bypass - Wharton, Tx. 

409-532-2500 

•Cardiac Rehab 
American Heart g^ Department 

Association 9$ 
409-282-6196 

\ \ {\ 
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